
MOUNTAIN FOLD ★

Crease peaks upward like a
mountain. Basic fold in

most origami.

VALLEY FOLD ★

Crease dips inward like a
valley. Fundamental for
shaping and symmetry.

REVERSE FOLD ★

Fold is opened, then folded
the opposite way. Used for

points, legs, beaks, etc.

SQUASH FOLD ★

Open a flap and flatten it
symmetrically. Common in

bases and flowers.

ORIGAMI PAPER ★

Thin, square, crisp-folding
paper. Often colored or

patterned. 

CARDSTOCK

Thick, sturdy paper for cards,
boxes, and 3D crafts. Too firm
for complex origami or small

origami projects.

BONE FOLDER

Tool for scoring + making
sharp creases. Prevents

paper cracking.

CRAFT KNIFE

Precision knife for detailed
cuts. Use with a

straightedge.

CREASE

Creating clean fold lines;
essential for accuracy in any

paper craft.

SCORING

Lightly indenting paper to
prepare a clean fold.

PRECREASING ★

Folding then unfolding to
set a guide crease. Improves

accuracy.

BURNISHING

Rubbing to flatten edges or
secure glued layers; makes

projects neat.
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Terms marked with ★ are used in origami; all others are general paper craft terms.
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General Paper Crafting Tips
Align edges carefully before making any fold for cleaner results.
Make sharp creases using a bone folder, ruler, or fingernail.
Pre-fold or score thick paper to avoid tearing or uneven folds.
Work on a flat, clean surface to prevent wrinkles or damage.
Practice on scrap paper first when trying new folds or techniques.
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